Teacher: Maura Martinez
Class: 7th Grade Social Studies
Topic: Mexican Mural Art
Date: 03/08/2011-03/14/2011 (six single class sessions, or three double blocks)
Essential Question: What can we learn about Mexico’s geography, history and culture by designing and creating our own mural?
Learner Background: Students have spent the last week studying the Geography textbook’s chapter on Mexico, including its geography, climate, history and culture. Since students are taking the CMTs for the next several days, this mural activity is a low-stress way to extend their learning, effectively tap into their interests and abilities, and keep Mexico fresh in their minds while putting off the chapter test.
Student Objectives:

· Identify and discuss the ways in which a mural differs from traditional art
· Find and evaluate, in small groups, images relating to the assigned aspect of Mexican culture
· Identify and agree upon, in small groups, sketches of images to present to the class

· Discuss and evaluate group sketches and design a plan for the class section of the mural

· Draw the final pictures as designed
Materials/Resources: Copies of Mural Activity sheet and final questions sheet; several books on Mexico and/or pictures from Internet search/PowerPoint presentation; scrap paper for sketches; colored chalk if drawing mural on blackboard, or large (bulletin board-sized) paper and markers for final product.
Initiation: Display, on smart board or overhead projector, at least one or two pictures of a Mexican mural, and distribute the activity sheets. Explain the usual size and methods involved in mural painting, and ask students to come up with some ways in which murals differ from art seen in museums or elsewhere. Why might an artist want to create a mural rather than a painting on canvas? Discuss responses.
Learning Activities:

· Break the class up into groups of three or four, so that there are four or five groups. Assign each section of the class one aspect of Mexican culture to represent in the mural. Alternatively, assign each group an aspect if teaching only one section. Distribute the books on Mexico and/or display several pictures of Mexico for students to see as they develop ideas for their own sketches. Students should work in groups for the rest of the first block, or about 30 minutes.
· Blocks two and three: Groups may continue to work on sketches as needed during block two. All groups should have sketches ready to share with the whole class by the beginning of block three. Groups take turns presenting their sketches, and the class helps them decide which one or two sketches from each group should be a part of their section of the mural. As time permits, allow groups to put finishing touches on the selected sketches and begin to plan which colors they will incorporate into their drawings.
· Blocks four and five: Each group sends one or two people to the blackboard or bulletin board, to arrange sketches into a preliminary plan for the mural using magnets or pins. Display the mural pictures from day 1 again as necessary, so students can get a feel for how the mural should look. Help them design transition elements, or ways in which to integrate the different sketches into a cohesive picture, again using the examples of murals for inspiration.
· Block six: Each group may select one or two artists to implement the final plan and draw the group’s selected images on the mural.
Closure: Have students complete the questions that were handed out on the first day. Ask for volunteers to share their answers; discuss what they learned about Mexico, the things they liked about the project, and what they would do differently.
Assessment: Students will be graded on their group work, involvement, effort, and on the responses. The whole project will count as one test grade.
Strategy for Modification: The group work and the visual aspect of this activity allow students with all levels of ability and different interests to demonstrate their understanding of the topic. Students with Special Education IEPs will be grouped with those of higher ability that can serve as peer tutors, and will be given additional materials as needed to complete their group plan.
Reflection:

