Maura,
You’ve chosen quite a different approach to the portfolio than most of your classmates.  Following a more essay format in which you engage the various issues in a given presidency and including sections from addresses is in some ways a more difficult task than utilizing bullet points and then offering other sections that get into analysis.  Yet there are also advantages to doing it this way, in terms of accessibility and readability.  What is clear, however, is that you’ve grasped the core issues and explained them pretty well.

Grade: “A”  
Portfolio of American Presidents, Washington through Hayes

History 321, Fall 2008

By Maura Martinez

George Washington
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First President, 1789-1797 

Born: February 22, 1732 in Westmoreland County, Virginia 

Died: December 14, 1799 in Mount Vernon, Virginia 

Married to Martha Dandridge Washington 

Nickname: "Father of His Country"

Religion: Episcopalian
Education: No formal education
Occupation: Planter, Soldier
Political Party: Federalist
Other Government Positions:
· Member of Virginia House of Burgesses, 1759-74 

· Member of Continental Congress, 1774-75 

· Chairman of the Constitutional Convention, 1787-88 
Washington fought as a lieutenant colonel in the French-Indian war from 1754-1759, and was named commander-in-chief of the continental army in 1775. His dedication and amazing perseverance in the revolutionary war led James Madison to declare him chairman of the Constitutional Convention. This unquestioned credibility resulted in his unanimous election by the Electoral College after the ratification of the Constitution. As the runner-up in electoral votes, John Adams served as Washington’s Vice President for both of his presidential terms.

On April 30, 1789, George Washington, standing on the balcony of Federal Hall on Wall Street in New York, took his oath of office as the first President of the United States. In a letter written to his close friend James Madison, he stated his awareness of the gravity of his position: “As the first of everything in our situation will serve to establish a precedent, it is devoutly wished on my part that these precedents may be fixed on true principles.”
 

With notable humility and trepidation, Washington accepted the call of the new nation to lead it through its fledgling years. His first inaugural address makes plain his dedication to the Constitution, which guided his presidency as he strove not to overstep the boundaries of the office of chief executive. In it he states his desire, “to substitute, in place of a recommendation of particular measures, the tribute that is due to the talents, the rectitude, and the patriotism which adorn the characters selected to devise and adopt them,” referring to his intention to refrain from the creation of legislation, which is best left to Congress. 

Nearly from the beginning, however, Washington was forced to make some unpopular and possibly unconstitutional decisions. Addressing the issue of war debt, held by both federal and state governments, he supported Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamilton’s plan of a debt and credit system, a national bank, and a system of taxes and tariffs to pay off the debt and cover necessary expenses. The 1791 passage of the tax on liquor led to the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794, which took place in western Pensylvania. Several thousand troops, consisting of state militias and volunteers, were sent to quell the rebellion. This domestic issue was one of many which would divide Washington’s cabinet, and the American people, during and after his administration. 

During his time in office, Washington was plagued with troubles surrounding the factional rift between the Federalists (like Hamilton) and the Republicans (Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson). Hamilton and Jefferson fought bitterly over issues such as taxes, tariffs, and the institution of the national bank, which Republicans considered unconstitutional. In matters of foreign policy, Washington insisted upon taking a neutral course until the United States could become a stronger nation; in fact, he officially proclaimed America’s neutrality in the British-French conflict without consulting Congress. His declaration of neutrality was seen as unconstitutional by the French-friendly Republicans, and as a blatant violation of the treaty signed with King Louis XIV during the Revolutionary War (a view shared by the French). Despite our declared neutrality, American trade ships en route to Europe ended up caught in the middle of French and British aggressions.

To address the problem of the confiscation of American-owned property at sea (also going back to slaves taken during the Revolutionary War), and of the forced enlistment of American citizens into the British forces, Washington sent Federalist and Supreme Court Chief Justice John Jay to negotiate a treaty with England. Jay’s appointment itself was seen by Republicans as an unconstitutional merging of the judicial and executive branches of government, not even considering his obvious support of British interests. The 1795 signing of Jay’s Treaty caused another major rift between Federalists and Republicans. Republicans saw it as the product of a weak negotiation, that allowed England to dominate its former colony. Britain benefited from favorable trade policies, since it restricted free American trade with Europe, while requiring no concessions from England regarding impressment or the confiscation of American-owned slaves and goods.

Washington’s farewell address reflected the uncertainty of the time, as he beseeched Congress to give this experiment time to prove its merits. He implored his colleagues to avoid partisanship and unite for the good of the nation. By the time Washington left office in 1796, the Federalist-Republican partisanship was near its worst. Federalists had begun fighting amongst themselves, and regional differences had begun to color political relationships. As the nineteenth century dawned, this rift would reach unimagined heights. Washington died before he could see the extremes of the bitter rivalries exemplified by the election of 1800, in the comfort of his Mount Vernon Estate. General Henry Lee’s famous eulogy of Washington featured the statement, “First in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen.”

Washington’s example of leadership, especially the foreshadowing and wisdom of his farewell address, has influenced many subsequent presidents, notably Andrew Jackson, who quoted from the farewell address in several of his own national addresses. Throughout all of the factional and sectional disputes over the history of American politics, the reputation of George Washington has remained untarnished.

John Adams
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Second President, 1797-1801 

Born: October 30 1735 in Braintree, Norfolk, Massachusetts 

Died: July 4, 1826 in Braintree, Norfolk, Massachusetts 

Married to Abigail Smith Adams 

Nickname: "Atlas of Independence"

Religion: Unitarian
Education: Graduated from Harvard College (1755)
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Federalist
Other Government Positions:
· Member of Continental Congress, 1774-78 

· Commissioner to France, 1778 

· Minister to the Netherlands, 1780 

· Minister to England, 1785 

· Vice President, 1789-97 (under Washington) 
Adams’ first foray into politics came in the form of a written protest of the unpopular 1765 Stamp Act, which taxed Americans on British goods. In 1770, he agreed to defend the English soldiers charged in the Boston Massacre, and succeeded in his defense. He represented Massachusetts in the first and second Continental Congress, and nominated George Washington to command the Continental forces. Congress appointed Adams, together with Thomas Jefferson,Benjamin Franklin, and others, to create the Declaration of Independence. In the midst of the Revolutionary War, Adams was sent to France and other European destinations to secure financial support. Notwithstanding one brief trip home, during which he helped draft the Constitution of Massachusetts, he would spend the better part of a decade abroad, serving the interests of America in France and England, among other places.
 

After the ratification of the Constitution, Adams returned home to find a role within the new federal government. Though supportive of George Washington’s leadership, Adams was confident in his own ability to lead the nation, and complained about the uselessness of the office of Vice President to his wife Abigail: "My country has in its wisdom contrived for me the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived or his imagination conceived."
 However, as heir apparent to the presidency, he was willing to endure eight years in a subordinate position. Upon Washington’s retirement in 1796, Adams won the first contested presidential election with candidates from two parties. Thomas Jefferson, the runner-up in electoral votes, served as his vice president.

The Adams administration was plagued by unresolved problems stemming from the French Revolution, which had also affected Washington’s presidency. France interpreted America’s signing of Jay’s Treaty in 1795 as an alliance with England against them, which resulted in an increase in the practice of seizing British goods on American vessels at sea. When Adams sent American representatives to France to negotiate an end to the hostilities, they were denied an audience with French authorities. They were instead approached by intermediaries, later referred to only as “W,X,Y, and Z”, who demanded bribes and loans for the struggling French government. This “XYZ Affair” resulted in the Quasi War with France, which lasted until the end of Adams’ term.

The continuing tensions with France led Congress to pass many defensive measures to prepare for war. To stop spoken and printed opposition, Congress also passed the Alien and Seditions acts, which Adams signed into law. These acts were clearly unconstitutional to Republicans, and were seen as a large step towards the establishment of an American monarchy. 

This issue cemented Republican opposition to Adams and to the Federalist Party. James Madison, who had switched allegiances and joined the Republican Party, and Thomas Jefferson wrote the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions to attempt to nullify the acts on the basis of unconstitutionality, though neither of them were ever introduced into law. Meanwhile, hawkish Federalists eager to go to war with France grew impatient with Adams’ reliance on diplomatic means to avoid war, which led to a serious rift within the party. The weakened position of the Federalists, coupled with the dramatic growth of the American population and the widespread public support of Jeffersonian Republicanism, led to Adams’ defeat in the election of 1800, one of the most bitterly partisan elections in American history. 

The inaugural address delivered by John Adams as he took office in 1797 is an interesting contrast to his subsequent record as president. The document displays none of Washington’s humility or self-doubt, demonstrating his certainty that this position was not beyond his abilities. His use of unnecessarily ornate language illustrates his belief that only the elite of American society should be involved in the political system; yet, he claims that, “The existence of such a government as ours for any length of time is a full proof of a general dissemination of knowledge and virtue throughout the whole body of the people.”

Adams also addresses the issue of the “pestilence of foreign influence,” an allusion to the pro-French Republican newspapers, which he accuses of trying to, “infect the purity of our free, fair, virtuous, and independent elections,” through the means of “artifice or corruption.” The implication is that the Republican Party is considered a puppet for French interests, a commonly held Federalist belief; conversely, Republicans charge that Federalists are tools of the British monarchy who are trying to set up the president as the new king, complete with inherited title.

On the whole, the Adams presidency is tricky to characterize, as he was faced with many difficulties, and ultimately he kept the country out of an official war with France. The stain of the Alien and Seditions Acts continues to affect his legacy, despite the fact that he neither created them nor vigorously supported them. Taken in the context of his career of service to his country, John Adams can be said to have effectively defended our national interests in a reasoned, independent way.

Thomas Jefferson

Third President 1801-1809 

Born: April 13, 1743 in Albemarle County, Virginia [image: image3.jpg]



Died: July 4, 1826 in Monticello in Virginia 

Married to Martha Wayles Skelton Jefferson 

Nicknames: "Man of the People"; "Sage of Monticello"

Religion: No formal affiliation
Education: Graduated from College of William and Mary (1762)
Occupation: Lawyer, planter
Political Party: Democratic-Republican
Other Government Positions:
· Member of Virginia House of Burgesses, 1769-74 

· Member of Continental Congress, 1775-76 

· Governor of Virginia, 1779-81 

· Member of Continental Congress, 1783-85 

· Minister to France, 1785-89 

· Secretary of State, 1790-93 (under Washington) 

· Vice President, 1797-1801 (under J. Adams) 

Jefferson, the main author of the Declaration of Independence, also insisted on adding the Bill of Rights to the Constitution, guaranteeing the freedom of speech, assembly, religion, and of the press. As the first American party system formed in the 1790s, Jefferson rallied around the values of Southers planters like himself, who were concerned with the interests of an agricultural economy, with limited federal powers, strong states’ rights and strict construction of the Constitution. The first issue that divided Jefferson from his Federalist colleagues was the national bank. Jefferson saw the bank as the beginnings of an industrial economy relying on a bourgeoisie and proletariat class system,  which would inevitably lead to another revolution like the one he had seen unfold in France during his Ministerial appointment there .

Having resigned his post as Secretary of State in 1793 over concerns of the national bank issue, Jefferson had begun to organize the fledgling Democratic - Republican Party with an eye towards assuming the presidency. He ended up with second place in electoral votes in the 1796 election, making him the Vice President of his ideological rival, John Adams. As Adams’ term progressed, Jefferson became more and more concerned and determined to win the presidency in 1800, and the growing public support for Republican ideals helped him succeed.

The decisive loss of Federalist control of the Executive office in 1800, the first peaceful transfer of power between political parties, became known as the Republican Revolution, and eventually ushered in the end of the first American party system. In his first inaugural address, Jefferson attempts to heal the bitter factionalism of the election by famously saying, “We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists.” However, in his next sentence, his contempt for his adversaries is evident: “If there be any among us who would wish to dissolve this Union or to change its republican form, let them stand undisturbed as monuments of the safety with which error of opinion may be tolerated where reason is left free to combat it.” This statement, while also addressing sectional interests and other possible threats to the Union, can easily be interpreted as an attack on the monarchist tendencies that Adams was accused of having.

With Washingtonian humility concerning his ability to face the tasks at hand, Jefferson goes on to state that only one more thing, a “wise and frugal Government,” is “necessary to make us a happy and prosperous people.” Here he lays out his plan to reduce the debt that was run up by Adams’ military defense and other spending. Soon after taking office, he proceeds to slash expenses, mostly by closing embassies, reducing Army and Navy spending and personnel, and eliminating internal taxes.

This fiscally conservative trend is interrupted by an unprecedented opportunity. In 1803, Jefferson learns that the Louisiana territory had been sold to France in 1800; Napoleon, in need of cash, is now eager to sell it. He decides that the chance to double the territory of the country is too valuable to pass up, even if it is a violtion of his Republican principles. While he initially explores the possibility of pursuing a Constitutional amendment to allow the purchase of territory, he ends up not having the time to follow that course of action. For $15 million, Jefferson not only acquires land, but, as he sees it, secures the future of the American agricultural economy for hundreds of years.

By the beginning of his second term, Jefferson had managed to further reduce the national debt. His second inaugural address is an occasion for him to list his accomplishments. In fact, he offers the country, “sincere congratulations. With those, too, not yet rallied to the same point the disposition to do so is gaining strength; facts are piercing through the veil drawn over them, and our doubting brethren will at length see…” He calls for these doubters (read: the remaining Federalists) to be “cherish[ed] … with patient affection,” as one would have for a stubborn child or a dog. This attitude is interesting, considering the fact that Jefferson’s actions of his first term had been more Federalist in nature than Republican; he had seen “through the veil” of strict construction of the Constitution, and realized that there are situations, like the Louisiana purchase, which may call for decisive yet unconstitutional action for the good of the country.

Meanwhile, America had been caught up in the middle of another war between France and England. The practice of impressment had returned, and many American ships were attacked by the British Navy. In an effort to force both England and France to respect the neutral stance of his country, Jefferson signed an Embargo Act into law in 1807, banning all foreign trade. By 1808, the American economy was devastated; the Embargo Act was replaced with a ban only on trade with England and France. However, events were now in motion which would lead to another war with England.

Jefferson’s legacy has showed that, although one political party may be able to unite the nation, the issues that divided people before still remain. Even as the Federalist party rapidly lost power and popularity, the issues it stood for continued to be relevant. He was able to see that making decisions for the best interests of the country did not always follow the letter of the Constitution or the powers of the president laid out in it.

James Madison
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Fourth President 1809-1817 

Born: March 16, 1751 in Port Conway, King George, Virginia 

Died: June 28, 1836 in Montpelier in Virginia 

Married to Dolley Payne Todd Madison 

Nickname: "Father of the Constitution"

Religion: Episcopalian
Education: Graduated from College of New Jersey (now Princeton University; 1771)
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Democratic-Republican
Other Government Positions:
· Member of Virginia Constitutional Convention, 1776 

· Member of Continental Congress, 1780-83 

· Member of Virginia Legislature, 1784-86 

· Member of Constitutional Convention, 1787 

· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1789-97 

· Secretary of State, 1801-09 (under Jefferson) 

While serving in the Virginia Council of State in 1778, James Madison became a close friend and advisor of Thomas Jefferson, who would serve as Virginia’s governor from 1779-1781. This relationship would endure throughout the next several decades, and the collaboration of these two men resulted in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights as we know it, among other basic foundations of our nation’s government. Madison was the youngest member of the Continental Congress. He tirelessly argued that the Articles of Confederation needed to be improved, and when the Constitutional Convention was called, Madison was ready with his “Virginia Plan”, which became the blueprint for the Constitution. He also insisted that George Washington preside over the Convention. To convince certain reluctant states and Anti-Federalist individuals to support and ratify the Constitution, Madison, along with Alexander Hamilton and John Jay, wrote the Federalist Papers.

Madison’s Federalist number ten, warning of the “dangerous vice” of factions, not only foreshadows the negative effect that bitter factionalism can have on a society; its themes have come up again and again in the American political discourse, especially throughout the nineteenth century as sectional interests became more entrenched over the issue of slavery. One other element of foreshadowing seen in Federalist ten is Madison’s belief that, the larger a republic is, the less likely it is to be affected by factions. His argument is that a greater number of people, under a representative government, will have a greater diversity of points of view within the leadership. This line of reasoning has been used to support the expansion of our territory, as in the case of Jefferson’s Louisiana Purchase.

As Jefferson’s Secretary of State, Madison handled many foreign matters on behalf of the administration, and supported the Louisiana Purchase and the trade Embargo of 1807-1808. Elected as Jefferson’s successor in 1808,  Madison inherited a complex domestic and foreign situation. The failed embargo banning all foreign trade had crippled the American economy, and was replaced with a Non-Intercourse Act in early 1809 which restricted trade only with England and France. In his inaugural address shortly after the act was passed, Madison describes the difficult position the country had been placed in thanks to the conflict between France and England. American attempts at impartial trade policies with the two countries, according to Madison,

 
“could not avail against the injustice and violence of the belligerent powers. In their rage against each other, or impelled by more direct motives, principles of retaliation have been introduced equally contrary to universal reason and acknowledged law. How long their arbitrary edicts will be continued in spite of the demonstrations that not even a pretext for them has been given by the United States, and of the fair and liberal attempt to induce a revocation of them, can not be anticipated.”

With this statement, Madison lays out the necessary justification behind an American military response to the situation, three years before the war begins. Later in the address, he pledges to continue “to maintain sincere neutrality toward belligerent nations; to prefer in all cases amicable discussion and reasonable accommodation of differences to a decision of them by an appeal to arms.” However, all attempts at a diplomatic solution to the situation would ultimately fail.

 After Madison took office, Congress attempted to force the hand of England and France by offering favorable trade policies to the first one of them that loosened their own trade restrictions. France was the first one to agree to terms, in 1810, and England retaliated by resuming the practice of impressment and the seizure of American merchant vessels. By the spring of 1812, Congress passed measures providing for a military buildup. Madison brought a list of complaints against England before Congress, including the maritime issues as well as the alleged incitement of violence against frontier settlers by Native Americans. By that summer, Congress had officially declared war on England.

Madison’s second inaugural echoes his statements to Congress; he lists the misdeeds of England in detail, and assures Americans that, “As the war was just in its origin and necessary and noble in its objects, we can reflect with a proud satisfaction that in carrying it on no principle of justice or honor, no usage of civilized nations, no precept of courtesy or humanity, have been infringed.” He also calls on citizens to work together decisively to ensure success: “To render the war short and its success sure, animated and systematic exertions alone are necessary, and the success of our arms now may long preserve or country from the necessity of another resort to them.”

Despite the fact that England was otherwise occupied fighting Napoleon in Europe, it was able to challenge American forces. Jefferson’s reductions in military spending greatly diminished the resources available for fighting the war. Thanks to the bravery, dedication and ingenuity of war heroes Andrew Jackson and William Henry Harrison, several key battles were won in 1813. The following year, Britain’s conflict with Napoleon was over, and aggressions were renewed. Washington, D.C. was invaded and most public buildings were burned, including the White House. The Madisons fled to the Virginia countryside; Dolley Madison courageously managed to save many valuable portraits from the flames before her escape.

The British invasion lost momentum in Baltimore, as it met heavier resistance. As a peace treaty was being signed in Belgium, the most famous battle of the war was being fought in New Orleans. General Andrew Jackson led a force of soldiers, militiamen, and civilians against a large British Army, resulting in over two thousand British casualties and the surrender of most of the remaining troops. This decisive victory launched Jackson into the national spotlight as a war hero in the vein of George Washington.


The victories by Jackson and Harrison led to a surge of national pride at the triumph of America in what became known as the second war of independence. When faced with the task of rebuilding the nation, Madison admitted to the need for a national bank and tariffs to raise revenue, which were historically Federalist ideals. The Federalist Party’s record of voting against funding for the popular war, and its friendly relationship with England, led to its dissolution by the end of Madison’s presidency. Thus ended the first American party system; the Era of Good Feelings was ushered in as Republican one-party rule was to dominate for more than a decade.


Madison, the Father of the Constitution, undoubtedly had a crucial role in the creation of the government as we know it. Yet, somehow he is not one of the more well known founding fathers. His modest stature and demeanor paled in comparison to Washington and Jefferson, but his influence was a fundamental part of this nation’s history.

James Monroe

Fifth President 1817-1825 
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Born: April 28th, 1758 in Westmoreland County, Virginia 

Died: July 4, 1831 in New York, New York 

Married to Elizabeth Kortright Monroe 

Nicknames: "The Last Cocked Hat"; "Era-of-Good-Feeling President"

Religion: Episcopalian
Education: Graduated from College of William and Mary (1776)
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Democratic-Republican


Other Government Positions:
· Member of Continental Congress, 1783-86 

· United States Senator, 1790-94 

· Minister to France, 1794-96 

· Governor of Virginia, 1799-1802 

· Minister to France and England, 1803-07 

· Secretary of State, 1811-17 (under Madison) 

· Secretary of War, 1814-15 (under Madison) 

Monroe fought with distinction in the Continental Army, and practiced law in Fredricksburg, VA. As a young politician, Monroe assisted in ratifying the Constitution.  In 1790 he was appointed to represent Virginia in the US Senate.  During 1794-1796, Monroe became a minister to France, and shared strong sympathies for the French cause.  In 1803 under the direction of President Jefferson, Monroe and Robert Livingston negotiated with France for the purchase of the Louisiana Territory.

In 1816 Monroe became President under the Republican ticket with the backing of his good friend James Madison. In his inaugural address, Monroe recalled Madison’s sentiments from Federalist number ten: “Equally gratifying is it to witness the increased harmony of opinion which pervades our Union. Discord does not belong in our system.” The beginnings of American exceptionalism may be found later in the document, as Monroe declares, “In contemplating what we have still to perform, the heart of every citizen must expand with joy when he reflects on how near our Government has approached to perfection; that in respect to it we have no essential improvement to make.” 

The state of the country at the outset of Monroe’s administration was one of prosperity. In the wake of the end of the war of 1812, exports had increased dramatically and the economy was booming. The biggest crisis faced in his first term as president was the financial panic of 1819. In reaction to a downturn in the production of manufacturers, the second national bank enacted contractionary economic policies that resulted in severe deflation of the value of currency. When the bank suddenly called in a great number of loans, there was a shortage of hard money, or specie, to back the loans up. This caused an economic depression from which it took four years to recover.

In his bid for re-election in 1820, Monroe received every electoral vote except one. A New Hampshire delegate wanted Washington to be the only president elected unanimously.
 In his second inaugural address, Monroe’s vision of American exceptionalism is evident again: “We now, fellow-citizens, comprise within our limits the dimensions and faculties of a great power under a Government possessing all the energies of any government ever known to the Old World, with an utter incapacity to oppress the people.” 

During his second term President Monroe led a nation that was rebuilding from an economic slowdown, as well as having to work with Missouri about its inclusion as a State into the Union. Monroe signed a compromise bill that paired Missouri, a slave state, with Maine, a free state, as an economic inducement to have them join the union as a State.  Finally President Monroe claimed a fundamental policy that bears his name.  The Monroe Doctrine simply stated that the European powers were no longer to colonize or interfere with any of the independent states of the Americas.

The Monroe Doctrine signaled the end of America’s ties to the whims of European politics. During his presidency, he succeeded in gaining the territory of Florida and settling border disputes with Britain. His expert handling of the major foreign and domestic issues demonstrates his capability as an important president at a crucial point in our history.
John Quincy Adams
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Sixth President
1825-1829 

Born: July 11, 1767 in Braintree, Massachusetts 

Died: February 23, 1848, after collapsing on the floor of the House two days earlier

Married to Louisa Catherine Johnson Adams 

Nickname: "Old Man Eloquent"

Religion: Unitarian
Education: Graduated from Harvard College (1787)
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Democratic-Republican
Other Government Positions:
· Secretary to U.S. Minister to Russia, 1781 

· Minister to the Netherlands, 1794 

· Minister to Prussia, 1797-1801 

· United States Senator, 1803-08 

· Minister to Russia, 1809-11 

· Peace Commissioner at Treaty of Ghent, 1814 

· Secretary of State, 1817-25 (under Monroe) 

· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1831-48 

One of the most eminently qualified presidents in history, John  Quincy Adams grew up at his father’s side as the elder Adams traveled abroad in the service of the Revolutionary government and then of the new Union. He was present at the signing of the Treaty of Paris that ended the Revolutionary War. As an adult, his service to for the government resulted in many beneficial treaties, such as the Treaty of Ghent and the Adams-Onis Treaty. His work under Monroe helped form the Monroe Doctrine.

His inaugural address, much like his father’s, demonstrates his lack of Washingtonian humility so common among almost all other such documents. The election of 1824 was hotly contested. Four Republicans ran, none of whom won a majority of electoral votes, which caused the decision to go to the House of Representatives. Henry Clay, having won the least electoral votes, supports Adams; after Adams wins the House vote, Clay emerges as Secretary of State, raising the suspicions of many and the ire of former fron runner Andrew Jackson. Jackson vows to defeat Adams in 1824, and succeeds. Amidst the growing divisions of the ruling Republican party, Adams seems oblivious to the need for compromise and consensus building. This stubborn spirit of independence, also so like his father, ultimately leads to his downfall as president.

Treating his one vote margin of victory in the House as a national mandate, Adams proposed an intricate plan of internal improvements which received little support. Meanwhile, Jackson was organizing support for himself and opposition to Adams. While Adams was speaking out against the “baneful weed of party strife,” the second American party system was forming around him.

Months before the election of 1824, Adams’ Vice President, Jackson supporter John Calhoun, introduces the Tariff of Abominations to Congress, confident that the outrageously high tariffs and obvious benefit to Northern and Western interests will result in the failure of the bill while solidifying opposition to Adams’ re-election bid. However, the bill does pass, with even higher rates than Calhoun originally intended, and many Sountherners are outraged. Ultimately, Calhoun succeeds in boosting Jackson’s popularity, and Adams is defeated by a larger margin than any other incumbent had been before.

Andrew Jackson
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Seventh President 1829-1837 

Born: March 15, 1767 in Waxhaw, South Carolina 
Died: June 8, 1845 at the Hermitage near Nashville, Tennessee

Married to Rachel Donelson Jackson 

Nickname: "Old Hickory"

Religion: Presbyterian
Education: No formal education
Occupation: Lawyer, soldier
Political Party: Democratic
Other Government Positions:
· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1796-97 

· United States Senator, 1797-98 

· Justice on Tennessee Supreme Court, 1798-1804 

· Governor of the Florida Territory, 1821 

· United States Senator, 1823-25 

During the War of 1812 Jackson was the commander of the Tennessee Militia.  After the Treaty of Fort Jackson, a major victory against the Creek Indians, Jackson was appointed a Major General.  Jackson’s victories against the English made him a national hero, and in 1824 ran for president.  Jackson lost the race to John Quincy Adams but was able to scandalize the election with the concept of the corrupt bargain.  As soon as Adams took office, Jackson began organizing support for the 1828 campaign. 

Winning the election of 1828 by a landslide, Jackson’s first inaugural reflects his commitment to follow the will of the people who have expressed a mandate for reform: 

“The recent demonstration of public sentiment inscribes on the list of Executive duties, in characters too legible to be overlooked, the task of ‘reform’, which will require particularly the correction of those abuses that have brought the patronage of the Federal Governemnt into conflict with the freedom of elections, and the counteraction of those causes which have disturbed the rightful course of appointment and have placed or continued power in unfaithful or incompetent hands.”

Jackson was advocating the concept of rotation in office, or doing away with the old system of lifetime appointments for many federal jobs, regardless of performance. This policy led Jackson to begin the practice of replacing political rivals in the presidential cabinet from previous administrations with allies. Another policy mentioned in the inaugural is Jackson’s intention to reduce the national debt. In fact, Jackson would become the only president to completely erase the national debt for a length of time. 

The issue of nullification entered Jackson’s administration soon after he took office. The Tariff of Abominations, passed in 1828, though engineered by John Calhoun, inspired him to anonymously author the South Carolina Exposition and Protest.  This document claims that states have the right to nullify federal laws that violate the Constitution, such as the Tariff of Abominations, which protects the interests of the North while unfairly burdening the South. It outlines a process for nullification similar to that of a Constitutional Convention, and identifies secession from the Union as the ultimate solution for states that are forced to obey a law that has been nullified.

Though sympathetic to Southern interests, Jackson was a fierce Unionist who abhorred the concept of secession. His 1832 nullification proclamation rips every line of the South Carolina Exposition and Protest apart and explains how nullificaton is unconstitutional itself, along with the entire concept of secession. He was successful at utterly squashing nullification with this response; however, the idea of secession would not prove to be as easy to kill. The tariff issue was resolved with a compromise tariff bill in 1833.

Jackson was a polarizing figure, and by 1833, after he won his second term, two parties had grown out of the old Republican party: the Democratic Republicans or Democrats, and the National Republicans or Whigs. One of the greatest party battles centered around the soon-to-expire charter for the Second Bank of the United States, which Jackson described as a Hydra of Corruption. In the election of 1832, the Bank spent thousands of dollars supporting Whig candidate Henry Clay. Jackson fought back by not renewing its charter and canceling all federal deposits into it.  In 1832 the Senate refused the nomination of Martin Van Buren to a ministerial post. Jackson, angry that his friend and close confidant was not appointed, made him Vice President instead. 


Jackson’s administration left a permanent imprint on the American presidency. Loved by many for his courage and resolve in battle, he was also hated by some for his dogged pursuit of his objectives, no matter the legality or morality of the means taken to achieve them. His farewell address hearkens back to Washington’s, in that it warns the American people to closely guard the Union against sectional divisions. His warnings of sectional interests and the dangers of the paper money system serve as fairly accurate foreshadowing of the issues which would face several future presidents.

Martin Van Buren

Eighth President 1837-1841 

Born: On December 5, 1782 in Columbia, New York [image: image8.jpg]



Died: July 24, 1862 in New York 

Married to Hannah Hoes Van Buren 

Nicknames: "The Little Magician"; "The Red Fox of Kinderhook"

Religion: Dutch Reformed
Education: Graduated from Kinderhook Academy (1796) 
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Democratic
Other Government Positions:
· New York State Senator, 1813-15 

· New York Attorney-General, 1815-19 

· United States Senator, 1821-29 

· Governor of New York, 1829 

· Secretary of State, 1829-1831 (under Jackson) 

· Minister to England, 1831 

· Vice President, 1833-1837 (under Jackson) 

Martin Van Buren was the first president of non-Anglo-Saxon descent. He was hand-picked by Andrew Jackson to succeed him to the presidency, and promised to “tread generally in the footsteps of President Jackson.”
 Unfortunately, soon after his election, an economic downturn developed into the panic of 1837, which lasted for most of his term in office. This resulted in his less flattering nickname, “Martin Van Ruin.” A staunch Jacksonian, Van Buren refused to blame the downturn on Jackson’s economic policies, and was limited in the ways he could react to the economic crisis (he certainly couldn’t suggest the creation of another national bank).  His inaction galvanized the Whig party around the issue of government intervention in the economy.

When Van Buren did come up with a solution to the crisis, a series of independent sub-treasuries, he was unable to garner Congressional support for the idea, and it languished in the legislature until it was too late to be effective. Faced with a difficult domestic situation and a masterful Whig campaign for candidate William H. Harrison, Van Buren failed to win re-election in 1840. His presidency was overshadowed by that of his predecessor; Van Buren would unsuccessfully run for re-election a total of three times.

William Henry Harrison

Ninth President 1841 

Born: February 9, 1773 in Charles City County, Virginia [image: image9.jpg]Y @®




Died: April 4, 1841. He died in Washington D.C. of pneumonia a month after taking office. He was the first president to die in office. 

Married to Anna Tuthill Symmes Harrison 

Nicknames: "Old Tippecanoe"; "Old Tip"

Religion: Episcopalian
Education: Attended Hampden-Sydney College
Occupation: Soldier
Political Party: Whig
Other Government Positions:
· Secretary of Northwest Territory, 1798 

· Territorial Delegate to Congress, 1799-1801 

· Territorial Governor of Indiana, 1801-13 

· U.S. Congressman from Ohio, 1816-19 

· United States Senator, 1825-28 

· Minister to Colombia, 1828-29 

Harrison's father, who served as governor of Virginia, was a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Harrison’s career began in the military, and his service in the battles at Tippecanoe and the Thames River brought him national attention as a war hero who helped remove the Indian threat from the western frontier and helped win one of the most important battles of the war of 1812. However, by 1814, he had retired from the military rather than continue to defend his country.

As the Western anti-Jackson Whig candidate in 1836, Harrison was part of a plan to split the vote and force a vote in the House of Representatives. Van Buren won the election, though, with more votes than all of the Whig candidates combined. By 1840, the Whig party had developed a new plan involving advertising, slogans, songs and giveaways that resulted in Harrison’s victory. Harrison took the occasion of his inaugural address to lambaste the Jacksonian era and outline his view of the proper use of presidential power.

In the longest inaugural address in presidential history, Harrison alludes to the Roman Empire, discusses the nature of power, and furthers the concept of American exceptionalism. He pledges to serve only one term in office, since the power of the executive tends to corrupt. Had Harrison lived longer, he likely would have attempted to redefine the presidency as a less powerful office. Whatever his intentions, his successor, John Tyler, was a former Democrat, and once in office, would tend to ignore Whig values.

John Tyler

Tenth President 1841-1845 

Born: March 29, 1790 in Charles City County, Virginia [image: image10.jpg]



Died: January 18, 1862 in Richmond, Virginia 

Married to Letitia Christian Tyler and to Julia Gardiner Tyler

Nicknames: "Accidental President"; "His Accidency"

Religion: Episcopalian
Education: Graduated from the College of William and Mary (1807)
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Whig
Other Government Positions:
· Member of Virginia House of Delegates, 1811-16 

· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1816-21 

· Virginia State Legislator, 1823-25 

· Governor of Virginia, 1825-26 

· United States Senator, 1827-36 

· Vice President, 1841 (under W. H. Harrison) 

· Member of Confederate States Congress, 1861-62 

Tyler made history by becoming the first Vice President who had to assume the office of President. His actions in office, however, alienated him from both of the major political parties. His attempt to win the nomination in 1844 was unsuccessful. The significance of his legacy lies in his annexation of Texas before Polk takes office in 1845.

James K. Polk

Eleventh President 1845-1849 

Born: November 2, 1795 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina [image: image11.jpg]-




Died: June 15, 1849 in Nashville, Tennessee 

Married to Sarah Childress Polk 
Nickname: "Young Hickory"
Religion: Presbyterian
Education: Graduated from the University of North Carolina (1818)
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Democratic
Other Government Positions:
· Member of Tennessee House of Representatives, 1823-25 

· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1825-39 

· Speaker of the House, 1835-39 

· Governor of Tennessee, 1839-41 

The issue of Texas won Polk the nomination from the Democratic party. Martin Van Buren, the presumptive Democratic nominee, and Henry Clay, the presumptive Whig candidate, release a joint statement of their disapproval of the annexation of Texas; when the conventions occur, popular support for the annexation results in both men losing the nomination. Polk, in the style of Andrew Jackson, is determined to expand the nation’s territory with a policy referred to as “manifest destiny.” Polk’s inaugural shows his belief, not only in American exceptionalism in comparison to other governments, but in the superiority of America as a world power: “Well may the boldest fear and the wisest tremble when incurring responsibilities on which may depend our country’s peace and prosperity, and in some degree the hopes and happiness of the whole human family.”

Pledging not to seek a second term, Polk single-mindedly, Jackson-style, pursues his objectives to expand the territory. The border of Canada was negotiated with Britain at the 49th parallel, bringing the Oregon territory into the Union. War with Mexico broke out in 1846 over the issue of Texas and California, and a strong military campaign brought Mexico to its knees. The terms of the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo involve the purchase of what is now California, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and parts of Wyoming, Colorado, Nevada and Utah, for twenty million dollars.

The main issue facing these new territories was that of slavery. Southerners wanted to expand slavery westward; Northerners largely did not. In August of 1846, Congressman David Wilmot, a supporter of Martin Van Buren, introduced a proviso stating that “neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist” in any new territory. Though never passed into law, this proviso served to inject slavery into the political discourse and reignite sectional divisions.

Polk’s legacy has had positive and negative outcomes: though he expanded the area of the nation tremendously, his actions ended up bringing sectional conflicts over slavery to a head. Following the example of Amdrew Jackson, Polk set out to attain a goal and did just that, taking the consequences as they came. His refusal to bow to Democratic Party pressures over appointments to cabinet posts resulted in his alienation from powerful Northern Democrats like Wilmot. The division of the party along sectional lines nearly leads to its downfall.

Zachary Taylor
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Twelfth President 1849-1850 

Born: November 24, 1784 in Orange County, Virginia 

Died: July 9, 1850 in Washington D.C. while in office. He got sick after a July 4  celebration. He was the second president to die in office. 

Married to Margaret Mackall Smith Taylor 

Nickname: "Old Rough and Ready"

Religion: Episcopalian
Education: No formal education
Occupation: Soldier
Political Party: Whig
Other Government Positions:
· None 


Taylor was the first president to never hold elected office before serving. He was elected on November 7, 1848, the first time that the presidential election was held on the same day throughout the country. He was a respected veteran of the war with Mexico, and a fiercely Unionist Southern slave owner. Taylor would not live to see the passage of the Compromise of 1850, though he had a Jacksonian attitude towards preserving the Union. He promised to personally lead the Army in battle against any states that attempted to secede, and to hang rebels, “with less reluctance than he had hanged deserters and spies in Mexico.”


Rather than what he does include in his inaugural address, the most interesting aspect of the document is the fact that he does not mention slavery once. He states his intentions to the country: “Chosen by the body of the people under the assurance that my Administration would be devoted to the welfare of the whole country, and not to the support of any particular section or merely local interest,” he promises to follow the Constitution’s narrow definition of the role of the president, using George Washington’s administration as his example.


One issue Taylor was able to address before his death was the 1849 gold rush in the newly acquired territory of California. Allowing California and New Mexico to skip the territorial stage, they were encouraged to ratify state constitutions. Since these areas had never had slaves, they write non-slaveholding constitutions. The uproar over this development leads to the compromise bill of 1850, which admits California as a free state with territorial governments for New Mexico and Utah, using popular sovereignty to decide their slave holding status. Other issues included in the compromise are the abolition of the slave trade in Washington, D.C. and a new fugitive slave law that essentially deputizes all Americans, forcing them to help slave catchers. This aspect of the compromise inspired a powerful backlash of Northern support for abolition.

Millard Fillmore

Thirteenth President 1850-1853 

Born: January 7, 1800 in Cayuga County, New York [image: image13.jpg]



Died: March 8, 1874 

Married to Abigail Powers Fillmore 

Nickname: "The American Louis Philippe"

Religion: Unitarian
Education: No formal education
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Whig
Other Government Positions:
· Member of New York State Assembly, 1828-31 

· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1833-35 

· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1837-45 

· Comptroller of New York, 1847 

· Vice President, 1849-1850 (under Taylor) 

Fillmore oversees passage of the 1850 compromise, incurring the disapproval of the North over the new Fugitive Slave Law, and of the South for the admission of California as a free state and the abolition of slavery in the nation’s capital.

Franklin Pierce

Fourteenth President 1853-1857 
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Born: November 23, 1804 in Hillsboro, New Hampshire 

Died: October 8, 1869 in Concord, New Hampshire 

Married to Jane Means Appleton Pierce 

Nickname: "Young Hickory of the Granite Hills"

Religion: Episcopalian
Education: Graduated from Bowdoin College (1824) 
Occupation: Lawyer, public official
Political Party: Democrat
Other Government Positions:
· Served in New Hampshire Legislature, 1829-33 

· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1833-37 

· Unites States Senate, 1837-42 

Two months before his inauguration, Pierce’s only surviving child died in a railroad accident. This cast an understandable pall over the document: “You have summoned me in my weakness; you must sustain me by your strength.” He goes on to pledge his support for the strict constructionist, pro-slavery views of Southern interests, and to touch on the subject of sectionalism: 

“In expressing briefly my views upon an important subject which has recently agitated the nation to almost a fearful degree, I am moved by no other impulse than a most earnest desire for the perpetuation of that Union which has made us what we are, showering upon us blessings and conferring a power and influence which our fathers could hardly have anticipated.”

Pierce signed the Kansas-Nebraska Act into law in 1854, an important piece of legislation that ultimately led to the Civil War. The act forced the practice of popular sovereignty onto the new territory, which resulted in dueling territorial governments (pro-slavery and anti-slavery). The two governments ended up in bloody clashes in 1856.

Due to Pierce’s mishandling of these delicate domestic issues, he lost the nomination of the Democratic party in 1856. Though the Whig party was decimated when its entire platform was suddenly irrelevant, the Democrats, while weakened for the same reasons, survived. The Republican party re-emerged out of the remnants of the Whigs, as the anti-South party. The second American party system ended with the dissolution of the Whig party, and the third began with the rise to power of the Republicans.

James Buchanan
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Fifteenth President 1857-1861 

Born: April 23, 1791 in Cove Gap near Mercersburg, Pennsylvania 

Died: June 1, 1868 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

Never married, was Harriet Lane's uncle 

Nickname: "Old Buck"

Religion: Presbyterian
Education: Graduated from Dickinson College (1809)
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Democrat
Other Government Positions:
· Member of Pennsylvania House of Representatives, 1815-16 

· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1821-31 

· Minister to Russia, 1832-34 

· United States Senator, 1834-45 

· Secretary of State, 1845-49 (under Polk) 

· Minister to England, 1853-56 

Buchanan’s administration began with a boost from the Supreme Court’s pro-slavery decision on the Dred Scott case. The court rules that the Missouri Compromise is unconstitutional. In his inaugural address, he demonstrates his support for slavery, strict construction of the Constitution and the practice of popular sovereignty:

 "It is the imperative and indispensable duty of the government of the United States to secure to every resident inhabitant the free and independent expression of his opinion by his vote. This sacred right of each individual must be preserved. That being accomplished, nothing can be fairer than to leave the people of a territory free from all foreign interference to decide their own destiny for themselves, subject only to the Constitution of the United States."

     As president, Buchanan attempted to placate both Northern and Southern interests, much like Fillmore, and with similar results: in trying to please all, he pleased none. His Democratic party split along geographic lines, as the Republican party gained more  control over Congress in the 1858 elections. Since he had promised not to seek a second term, he did not run in 1860. His legacy is one of indecisiveness and an unwillingness to take a stand for either side of this sectional conflict.

Abraham Lincoln

Sixteenth President 1861-1865 
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Born: February 12, 1809, in Hodgenville, Hardin County, Kentucky 

Died: April 15, 1865. Lincoln died the morning after being shot at Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C. by John Wilkes Booth, an actor. 

Married to Mary Todd Lincoln 

Nicknames: "Honest Abe"; "Illinois Rail Splitter"

Religion: No formal affiliation
Education: No formal education
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Republican
Other Government Positions:
· Elected to Illinois State Legislature, 1834 

· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1847-49 

The election of a moderate Republican Northerner spurred the secession of North Carolina within weeks of the voting results. By the time of his inauguration, the Civil War was only one month away. As a desperate effort to defuse the situation and avoid war, Lincoln expresses his intentions (or lack of them) in regards to slavery: “I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery in the states where it exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so.”

Lincoln goes on to argue for the perpetuity of the Union implied in the ratification of the Constitution, and draws on Jackson’s nullification proclamation for support. He states that “the central idea of secession is the essence of anarchy,” and warns that, if the South secedes, that regions will secede over future conflicts, resulting in chaos. Despite his best efforts and his reasoned legal arguments, the war comes in April of 1861, and it lasts longer than either side expects, costing more than half a million lives in the process.

In January 1863, Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing all slaves in rebel areas. This “fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion,” was expected to bring a swift end to the war. A few months later, though,  in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, came the bloodiest battle yet. That November, with the stench of death still hanging in the air, Lincoln attended the dedication of the cemetery on the battleground where thousands died and tens of thousands were wounded. He sought to find meaning in the devastation and reinvigorate the Union cause.

He calls for the nation to be “dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain.” In between the Gettysburg address and Lincoln’s second inaugural, some of the most brutal battles of the war were fought. By March, 1865, Lincoln had undergone a transformation in his views on religion, race and slavery.


     Lincoln’s second inaugural draws heavily from the Bible, and reflects the weariness of a man deeply shaken and affected by the horrors of war. Even though most Americans are confident that the war is in its last days, he does not take the opportunity to celebrate prematurely. In the style of a Puritan minister, Lincoln identifies slavery as a sin perpetrated by the whole of the American people: 

“If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, having continued through His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South the terrible war as the woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? 

               The Biblical theme of Lincoln’s second inaugural address is carried through to the last, and most famous, paragraph. Lincoln follows his condemnation of slavery and of the complicity of the American people with a poetic statement of reconciliation and charity towards the confederate troops and their families. This last sentence is engraved on the walls of the Lincoln Memorial, and is also credited with inspiring federal support for veterans. These words are additionally seen as providing a blueprint for the postwar reconstruction of the South:

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.”


Unfortunately, Lincoln was unable to enforce his own vision of reconstruction. Little more than a month after his second inaugural address, he was assassinated, just days after the formal end of the Civil War. He was able to give only one more (much smaller) public speech before his death; as a result, the second inaugural stands as Lincoln’s final message to the American people. It has served as an example of American values and as a guide for leaders and citizens alike. 

Andrew Johnson

[image: image17.png]


Seventeenth President 1865-1869 

Born: December 29, 1808 in Raleigh, North Carolina 

Died: July 31, 1875 in Carter's Station, Tennessee 

Married to Eliza McCardle Johnson

Religion: No formal affiliation
Education: No formal education
Occupation: Tailor, public official
Political Party: Democratic
Other Government Positions:
· Served as Alderman of Greeneville, Tennessee, 1830-33 

· Elected Mayor of Greeneville, Tennessee, 1834 

· Member of Tennessee State Legislature, 1835-43 

· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1843-53 

· Governor of Tennessee, 1853-57 

· United States Senator, 1857-62 

· Military Governor of Tennessee, 1862-65 

· Vice President, 1865 (under Lincoln) 

· United States Senator, 1875 

Ulysses S. Grant

Eighteenth President 1869-1877 

Born: April 27, 1822 in Point Pleasant, Ohio [image: image18.jpg]



Died: July 23, 1885 in Mount McGregor, New York 

Married to Julia Dent Grant 

Nickname: "Hero of Appomattox"

Religion: Methodist
Education: Graduated from the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, N.Y. (1843)
Occupation: Soldier
Political Party: Republican
Other Government Positions:
· None 

Grant was a Civil War hero, elected as president after Johnson’s disastrous completion of Lincoln’s second term. In his inaugural address, he calls for an economic, “return to a specie basis as soon as it can be accomplished,” which amounts to a Jacksonian Democratic ideal coming from a Republican president. His reasoning is that the war debt must be paid off without causing an economic slowdown like the panics of 1819 and 1837. He is also responding to the continuing gold rush in California, with an eye towards mining the country’s debts away.

Grant calls on the youth of the nation to maintain the national honor and bridge geographical, political and religious differences among Americans, saying that, “A united determination to do is worth more than divided counsels upon the method of doing.” He also mentions his hope for the passage and adherence to the fifteenth amendment, addressing voting rights.  His presidency was plagued by allegations of corruption within his cabinet (though no allegations were made to him directly). Democrats capitalize on this corruption, and win some congressional seats in the 1872 election in which Grant wins his second term.

Grant used both military and legislative means to protect the civil rights of freed slaves in the South, but as with many presidents before the war, Grant’s attempts to please both sides of this conflict resulted in the displeasure of all. In his second inaugural, Grant says of his legislative intentions: 

“Social equality is not a subject to be legislated upon, nor shall I ask that anything be done to advance the social status of the colored man, except to give him a fair chance to develop what there is good in him, give him access to the schools, and when he travels let him feel assured that his conduct will regulate the treatment and fare he will receive.”

Overall, Grant’s administration is considered to be an ineffective puppet of a corrupt Republican Congress. Though his victories during the Civil War brought glory to the Union cause, his lack of political skills left a stain on his record of service. His efforts to welcome the South back into the Union while also protecting the rights of the freedmen would ultimately fail.

Rutherford B. Hayes

Nineteenth President 1877-1881

Born: October 4, 1822 in Delaware, Ohio [image: image19.jpg]



Died: January 17, 1893 in Fremont, Ohio 

Married to Lucy Ware Webb Hayes 

Nickname: "Dark-Horse President"

Religion: No formal affiliation
Education: Graduated from Kenyon College (1842) and Harvard Law School (1845)
Occupation: Lawyer
Political Party: Republican
Other Government Positions:
· Member of U.S. House of Representatives, 1865-67 

· Governor of Ohio, 1868-72 

· Governor of Ohio, 1876-77 

Hayes ascended to the presidency in a manner similar to John Quincy Adams, as he did not receive the majority of votes and his election was decided by a special council. Part of the compromise of 1877 includes an official end to federal reconstruction efforts. Initially given the nickname of “His Fraudulency,” Hayes announced in his inaugural, “The permanent pacification of the country upon such principles and by such measures as will secure the complete protection of all its citizens in the free enjoyment of all their constitutional rights is now the one subject in our public affairs which all thoughtful and patriotic citizens regard as of supreme importance.”

Acknowledging the difficulties faced by the South as they experienced a “sweeping revolution of the entire labor system,” Hayes calls on the, “united and harmonius efforts of both races, actuated by motives of mutual sympathy and regard,” as the only method that will succeed in repairing the nation. As Grant did before him, Hayes mentions that states must follow “the whole Constitution as it is,” implying the need to adhere to the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth amendments which protect the rights of freed slaves.

Hayes strove to leave a positive legacy, by tackling the issues of civil service reform, instituting a paternalistic “acculturation” policies towards Native Americans, and increasing the federal supply of gold. Since he had also pledged to serve only one term, he did not seek the nomination again. His presidency is judged to have strengthened the Republican party and restored faith in the office.
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