Teacher: Maura Martinez
Class: 8th Grade US History
Topic: Personal Timeline (Introduction to US History)

Date: 10/20/2009
Essential Question: How has your personal history and that of your family members been affected by the times in which you live?

Standards: 2
Learner Background: This is an opening activity for the beginning of the school year; it is an opportunity for students to be introduced to our nation’s history by seeing how their lives are a part of it. The day before this lesson, students are given a homework assignment to bring a list of birthdates (years only are okay) of their parents and grandparents, and more generations if they can get them.
Student Objectives:  

·  Contextualize their lifetimes and those of their families within recent events of American history.
· Identify, describe and evaluate the historical nature of major events, within their personal lives and within American history, from their lifetimes and those of their families.
· Provide and justify a personal definition of the characteristics of an historical event.
Materials/Resources:  Homework list of approximate family birthdates for at least three generations from each student, textbook, Internet access if available, large sheet of paper for each student (or several sheets of standard size) and pens/pencils.
Initiation: Ask students, “What is an historical event?” As a class, come up with a definition of what makes an event historical (it affects a large number of people, changes the course of history, causes many people to die, has major economic/geophysical/political effects, etc.) Then ask students to name some important (big or small) historical events in American history and some of the possible effects they have had on Americans. Students brainstorm ideas which are written on the board, or write an individual response to the question. 

Learning Activities:

After the initiation has produced a definition of an historical event and a list of examples, ask students if any of their examples are of events that have happened in their lifetimes. 9/11, the Iraq war, and Barack Obama’s election may have been brought up, as well as the recent economic downturn. If the students haven’t mentioned these significant events yet, remind them that recent events can be considered to be historical as well as those in the distant past.

After the list of events is completed, students will begin to construct their timelines. Ask students to fold their papers lengthwise, open them and draw a line along the fold. Additional sheets of paper may be attached, which will allow for more detail to be added as further generations’ lifetimes are added. Students should mark off the right side of the timeline as the present, and mark off the years going backwards to their own birth years, leaving at least one inch in between each year.

Once their own lifetimes are marked down, give students 5-10 minutes to fill in significant events in their lives, such as birth of a sibling, moving, death in the family, etc. Personal events should be confined to one side of the timeline. Next, have the class work together to fill in the national events that happened within the same time period. National events should be placed on the opposite side from the personal events.
Once the students’ timelines are completed, have them expand them to include their parents’ lifetimes, first identifying any personal events they can and then performing research in their textbooks or online to identify national and international events that may have impacted their family members and the nation as a whole within that time period. Continue as time permits to include grandparents and earlier generations. Students can continue the assignment as homework, using interviews with older family members to fill out the timeline as much as possible.
Closing: 
To close the lesson, students will volunteer or be called on to share an example from their personal timeline that they feel was influenced by a national historic event (for instance, if a family member has served in the war in Afghanistan or Iraq, or if a parent has lost their job as part of a massive layoff). We will identify at least 3 or 4 examples of how students' personal timelines have been affected by, or had an influence on, American history. Incorporating the earlier generations in their families, we will also discuss the effects of American history they think their parents and grandparents experienced during their lifetimes, and connect that concept to the idea that the same thing happened to the people who were alive during the events we will be learning about over the course of the year.

 

Assessment: 
Students will submit their completed timelines, along with a one-page essay identifying the most significant event listed on the timeline. Specific details about the event and further justifications supporting their position must be included, incorporating the elements of an historical event as agreed upon in the class definition.

 

Strategy for Modifications:
 A student with learning disabilities requiring extra time will be allowed to include only two generations of information on their timelines, but will be encouraged to conduct interviews with family members and share orally or in writing what they learned about American history from the activity.

 

Teacher: Maura Martinez
Class: 9th Grade World History
Topic: Mapping the Heritage of the Class
Date: 10/20/2009
 

 

Essential Question: How has the course of world history led to the presence of so many people of different national backgrounds in our classroom?
 

Standards: 2, 9
 

Learner Background: This lesson is designed to be presented at the beginning of the school year, as the class is beginning to learn about world history. The day before the lesson, students will be given the assignment to create a list of all of the countries and heritages represented by their family.
 

Student Objectives: 
         identify the scope of different countries represented by the heritage of the students in class.

         identify and explain any patterns of shared heritage among the students in class.

         explain the connections between their family members in their countries of origin and others in the same country today and in the past.
 

Materials/Resources:  A poster-sized map of the world, many small push pins to mark the countries of origin of the students' families.
 

Initiation:  Present the class with one or two "fun facts" about current trends of immigration into America, such as the fastest growing immigrant group and the areas of highest concentration of a particular ethnic group. Ask the class what kind of situation might lead their families to leave the U.S. and start over in a different country. Did some of those things lead their ancestors to leave their countries of origin and come to America?
Learning Activities:

The teacher will demonstrate the class activity by placing thumb tacks on the world map in the countries of his/her family’s origin. Students will then be called up to the front of the room to do the same thing, using their list from home. If students have trouble finding their country, ask the class to give hints such as the country’s hemisphere or continent.

Once all students are done, lead a discussion about the results. Is one country or continent featured more than another? What are the implications of this? What may have led so many people from the same area to come to this area? Use student questions to guide the discussion as well, performing Internet research if possible to provide answers.

Closure:

Discuss with students the broad themes of world history that have led to the heritage of the current makeup of their classroom. Mention colonization, religious persecution, slavery, famine, economic issues, and other factors that lead to migration and the prominence of these issues in world history from ancient times through today. Ask students to recall modern examples of such factors.
